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"IIIAsometimes poured into the rillles. The amount added varies with the richneHH o{ the. gravel and the magnitude of the operations, enough being added to dissolve the, amalgam formed. It is carried down the sluice and lodges in the ritllen, the greater part being retained in the first few boxes. Kn»sh supplies are introduced every few hours at the head of the1- sluice, and somef imen at various points lower down the sluice also; in particular, mercury in added to the, undercurrents, an it is especially valuable in catching the finer particles of gold which would otherwise bo lost, whilst coarse gold, can in great part/ be nuved without; mercury. Sometimes the latter is forced into the substance of the wooden riffles by driving an iron gas pipe into the wood, and filling it up with mercury, which is forced by the pressure of the column through the. pores of the wood. The amalgam then forms on. the surface and in the interstices of the blocks, and in eleaning-up this in scraped off. A better plan is to use amalgamated copper plates, which is
